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Welcome to the second quarterly newsletter, The Short Fuze, produced 

by members of the Ammo Veteran’s Association.  Our mission is to 

proudly serve active duty and retired Ammo troops worldwide through 

camaraderie, fellowship, support, guidance, and mentoring.   
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Member Spotlights 

Here’s what I know. 

 We are six months into this year and we have lost over twenty fAMMOly members 
for various reasons, medical, accidental or natural causes (I haven’t heard of any un-
natural causes yet).  It’s been a hell of a “half” year for the Ammo community.  
It has to make one pause and reflect with pride and admiration for the Brothers and 
Sisters we were so fortunate to serve with during our respective tenures in the Air 

Force, and more especially the Ammo career field.  It takes years to garner the respect, trust, friendships, and 
fond memories of the antics and good times with fellow Ammo Troops and their families. We cherish those 
memories and the lifelong friendships we have made.  
Then all too often, in a heartbeat, it is taken away. It only takes a fraction of a second for lives to change. That 
Brother or Sister we expected to see at the next Ammo Call or Ammo Bowl or any type of function for that 
matter won’t be there anymore. He or she is gone, only to return in our memories. Then we are left to wonder 
why? How could this have happened? She/he was way too young; I should have taken more time with him or 
her. The tears fall and the questions swirl around in our heads and we can’t seem to make sense of it all. But 
it’s too late now.  
Let’s do more now!!! In today’s technological world we have the information highway at our fingertips. E-mail, 
text, Facebook, twitter, instagram, snapchat, snail mail or any other method you can think of. Pick up that 
phone, call and say, “Hey Ammo Brother/Sister, I miss you and was calling to check in with you.” Don’t wait 
until a tragedy happens. Just do it!!!  
We have Ammo Calls/Reunions/Bowls/Breakfasts/ Beer busts etc. all over the country.  Make it a point to 
attend one or more of these functions. Go see that old Ammo buddy from years ago.  Tease each other on 
their weight, grey hair, lack of hair or teeth (lol), have a beer and take the time to bullshit and lie to each 
other.  Those bombs that were built eons ago are getting heavier and heavier as the years roll by.  Make more 
memories with each other. Don’t wait until it’s too late.  
May God keep the souls of those who have passed safe in his kingdom, may he protect and watch over those 
that are still in harm’s way as they continue to fight for our freedom and country.  As you go through your 
daily lives thank God for what you have.  
You are an Ammo Troop and part of the best fAMMOly you can be associated with.  Peace and love to all. 
IYAAYAS!!! 

... This is what I know … 

Joe Santua, MSgt, USAF Ammo (Ret) 

Upcoming Events 

 28-30 July – Ohio Ammo Campout –  Roasted pig, horseshoes, camping, shooting (responsible), 

coins, coin auction, and a variety of other items will be available.  Contact Bill Edleman 

3399 Owl Creek Rd., Frankfort, OH 45628. 

 

 The Mother of All Bashes (MOAB) is quickly approaching the first week of October 2017.   Ammo 

troops from all over are invited to the 4th Annual Moody Blues Ammo Call.  Beginning October 5th, 

campers, motels and Moody Billeting starts filling up as folks travel in for a weekend of Ammo 
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camaraderie!  Campfires, friendship, spirits, family, playing music, dancing and eating are among 

the top agendas.  The Ammo Veterans Association sponsors the gathering on the Jones Farm near 

Ray City, Georgia about seven miles north of Moody AFB.  All Active Duty are invited as well as 

anyone that served in Ammo.  Sixty-two acres on a functioning pecan farm.  The Jones homesite 

becomes ground zero for the festivities with water hookups, some 100 outlets, swimming pool and 

plenty of room for friends enjoying FAMMOLY.  A few RV hookups are available on the farm.  Plan 

on spending the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th of October with us or just plan on coming anytime during the 

Mother of All Bashes!  Join our page for updates: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1472508693025795/?ref=bookmarks 

Moody Blues Ammo 

 

 

 
 
 
27-29 OCT - 2nd Ammo Monster Bash,  

Las Vegas, Contact John Lyons 

 

Ammo Breakfast Clubs 

Hill AFB, UT area.  POC: Gary Oaks.  Meets on the third Saturday of the month at American Legion Post 

134, 345 Depot St, Clearfield, UT 84015, starting at 9 a.m. 

Nellis AFB, NV area. POC: John Lyons.  Facebook groups: AVA BREAKFAST, BASH, & BANQUET 

WEEKEND Las Vegas, Ammo Veterans Association-Nevada MMS 461-2W0 

Langley AFB, VA area. POC: Michael Salinas.  Meets the last Saturday of the month at American Legion 

Post 368, 368 American Legion Dr, Newport News, VA 23608 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Facebook group: 

ammo breakfast club (langley 
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Goldsboro, NC Area. POC: Joe Pliler.  Meets the second Saturday of the month at Lantern Inn, 2201 Ash 

Street, Goldsboro, NC 27530 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Facebook group: Goldsboro AMMO Breakfast 

 

  

Ammo Arizona Chapter.  POC: Bret Noe and James Caufield. 
Our group was formed on or about April 30th 2016. Hector Rivera started it all off by creating the 
group page on Facebook. He made an Ammo Call event which we had at the Good Egg in downtown 
Phoenix. We had good attendance but we understood the Good Egg was not a place where we could 
be ourselves. 
Shortly after our first meeting Hector had to bow out of the administrative duties. So, I and a few 
others took over. We had some hurdles to overcome. Phoenix is a geographically large area. Many 
retired ammo troops live in the east valley close to the old Williams AFB. That is about 50 to 60 miles 
from Luke. We found that the American Legion at 91st and Peoria avenues would cook our breakfast 
for $7 so I signed up with the Legion. We have had 7 monthly breakfasts at the Legion since April last 
year.  
We have had a few struggles, mainly with selection of officers. In December Bret Noe joined our group 
and he volunteered to be elected to the president position. I was elected as the Treasurer from many 
months ago. 
Our group had a big raffle the concluded at the Monster Bash in Las Vegas in late October last year. We 
now have some funds to operate with. Bret Noe created a web site for us and will link it to the AVA. 
We will use the site to sell ammo paraphernalia to generate income. For those who want a small 
discount off our wares we sell memberships for $10 a year.  With that you get a log in and the 
discounts. There will also be a blog and hopefully links to a new twitter account.  
As with any new organization we have had some difficulties we hope to overcome. For March we want 
to have our first breakfast in the Tucson area. We want to continue those going forward at least once a 
quarter. Maybe sometime down the road the Tucson folks will get up and running also. We also have 
little participation from active duty and the retired participation has fallen off. We have had some 
active duty show at the monthly events but we want to see more from both active and retired.  We 
just have to figure out how to appeal to them. I know in their minds we are all old retired folks. Maybe 
it is time for an ammo call. If we can find a place where all can attend and make it safe that might be 
the kick we need. 
IYAAYAS 
James Caufield, USAF SMSgt (Ret) 
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Presentations and Awards 

In April, Vegas AVA Chapter President was inducted as the 57 MUNS Honorary Commander tonight. Very 

proud of Dennis Soukup.  IYAAYAS!! Awesome and congrats brother!

 

 

Congratulations to Moody AFB, winners of the 2017 Southeastern Ammo Bowl! 
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May 20, 2017 - Ammo Chief’s Association Ammo Call 

AVA Las Vegas supporting the 57 MUNS cookout at Nellis. 

 

   

        

Dennis                                                                                        John Lyons, Chris Ahl, Vic "Doc" Moss and Chief Hiesler 
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Rest in Peace 

We saw too many RIPs the last few months.  A retired Ammo Troop 

and his wife were killed in a motorcycle accident in Illinois in 

April.  We've lost fourteen of our fAMMOly that we know of since 

January 1st of 2017.  Cancers, car accidents, heart attacks, hospice 

patients and even strokes have taken so many from us. However, the 

one that hurts the most is a Fallen Ammo Sister to PTSD. 

  

Jessica Annette Summer was just 31 years young when she passed 

from this earth on the 10th of April.  Many knew her as a "Super 

Troop" and the "Best of the Best" speaking how well she did her job in 

Afghanistan and Germany.  "The greatest friend one could ever have" 

writes another.  We at the Ammo Veterans Association, salutes this 

outstanding individual as being one of our fAMMOly. 

 

We can't bring Jessica back, but we can promise "Jess" that we will continue to serve the Ammo Community 

by promoting fellowship, brother/sisterhood and an avenue of communication to assist anyone who may be in 

need.  We also ask that our members reach out and call that "old" buddy or shake that new Ammo troop's 

hand.  We'll continue serving active, guard, reserve, retired or "just served" ammo troops and their families to 

the best of our abilities.  In remembrance of our fallen brethren and sisters, we'll continue to lift up the spirit 

of AMMO. 

- Bob Jones 

Newsletter Shots 

News and noteworthy items of interest are welcome and can be submitted to any board member at 

any time. 

Don’t want the newsletter in your e-mail in-box? Or would you rather have it via standard mail? Please 

e-mail salinmi_99@hotmail.com and Michael Salinas will update our records.  Feel free to share the 

below membership form with any other Ammo folks!   

 

AVA Caps are available at ammo-dog.com 

mailto:salinmi_99@hotmail.com
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Ammo Veterans Association 

Application for Membership 

  

You are invited and encouraged to attend meetings and participate in our projects all around the 

country and join your local chapter in your area. Donations are gratefully accepted and always 

welcome.  

For membership, complete this one-time application and send a check for 10 dollars for a life time 

membership card or 20 dollars and also receive a AVA coin. 

Mail to: James Taylor, 505 Ryans Run, Newport News, VA 23608 

  

Name: 

Address:       City, State, Zip: 

Home Phone:     Cell: 

Email: 

Signature:               Date: 

Amount: 

Donation: 

Total Amount: 

 

The AVA is a Tax-exempt group 

  

Office use only: Membership Date   charter: 

 

 

 


